KEATS'S   FAME

Aj^                      years   ago    Keats's  first

volume of poetry was published ;
and Sir Sidney Colvin's new Life,
which, humanly speaking, must be the defini-
tive biography of the poet, is a " centenary
tribute y* -w*hich renders any other unnecessary.
That first -volume, which appeared when Keats
was twen-ty-one, contained, as every critic
has observed, much immature and much bad
work. Lines like

Of him  <zvhose name to ev'ry heart's a solace

and unbending William Wallace.

which Sir Sidney Colvin does not quote, beat
on their own ground Leigh Hunt's

The two divinest things the world has got
A lovely woman in a rural spot,

which he does quote. But when everything
possible H;as been extracted to illustrate the
tremendo-ui s progress Keats made in two years,
the fact remains that there were scattered
everywhere in the book, passages which might